
361

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.404

for use in transporting any article on
the means of conveyance involved.

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56017, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 93.403 Ports designated for the im-
portation of ruminants.

(a) Air and ocean ports. The following
ports have APHIS inspection and quar-
antine facilities necessary for quar-
antine stations and all ruminants shall
be entered into the United States
through these stations, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), and
(f) of this section; Miami, Florida; Hon-
olulu, Hawaii; and Newburgh, New
York.

(b) Canadian border ports. The follow-
ing land border ports are designated as
having the necessary inspection facili-
ties for the entry of ruminants from
Canada: Eastport, Idaho; Houlton and
Jackman, Maine; Detroit, Port Huron,
and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan;
Baudette, Minnesota; Opheim, Ray-
mond, and Sweetgrass, Montana; Alex-
andria Bay, Buffalo, and Champlain,
New York; Dunseith, Pembina, and
Portal, North Dakota; Derby Line and
Highgate Springs, Vermont; Blaine,
Lynden, Oroville, and Sumas, Washing-
ton.

(c) Mexican border ports. The follow-
ing land border ports are designated as
having the necessary inspection facili-
ties for the entry of ruminants from
Mexico: Brownsville, Hidalgo, Laredo,
Eagle Pass, Del Rio, and Presidio,
Texas: Douglas, Naco, Nogales, Sasabe,
and San Luis, Arizona; Calexico and
San Ysidro, California; and Antelope
Wells, Columbus, and Santa Teresa,
New Mexico.

(d) Special ports. Charlotte Amalie,
St. Thomas, and Christiansted, St.
Croix, in the United States Virgin Is-
lands, are hereby designated as quar-
antine stations for the entry of
ruminants from the British Virgin Is-
lands into the United States Virgin Is-
lands for immediate slaughter.

(e) Limited ports. The following ports
are designated as having inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of ruminants and
ruminant products such as ruminant
test specimens which do not appear to
require restraint and holding inspec-
tion facilities: Anchorage and Fair-
banks, Alaska; San Diego, California;

Jacksonville, St. Petersburg-Clear-
water, and Tampa, Florida; Atlanta,
Georgia; Chicago, Illinois; New Orle-
ans, Louisiana; Portland, Maine; Balti-
more, Maryland; Boston, Massachu-
setts; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Great
Falls, Montana; Portland, Oregon; San
Juan, Puerto Rico; El Paso, Galveston,
and Houston, Texas; and Seattle, Spo-
kane, and Tacoma, Washington.

(f) Designation of other ports. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury has approved
the designation as quarantine stations
of the ports specified in this section. In
special cases other ports may be des-
ignated as quarantine stations under
this section by the Administrator, with
the concurrence of the Secretary of the
Treasury.

(g) Ports and privately operated quar-
antine facilities for sheep. Sheep may be
entered into the United States at any
port specified in paragraph (a) of this
section, or at any other port des-
ignated as an international port or air-
port by the U.S. Customs Service and
quarantined at privately operated
quarantine facilities provided the ap-
plicable provisions of §§ 93.401, 93.404(a),
93.407, 93.408, 93.433, and 93.434 are met.

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 57
FR 2010, Jan. 17, 1992; 58 FR 38283, July 16,
1993; 60 FR 16045, Mar. 29, 1995; 60 FR 25120,
May 11, 1995. Redesignated and amended at 62
FR 56012, 56017, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 93.404 Import permits for ruminants
and for ruminant test specimens for
diagnostic purposes; and reserva-
tion fees for space at quarantine fa-
cilities maintained by APHIS.

(a) Application for permit; reservation
required. (1) For ruminants and rumi-
nant test specimens for diagnostic
screening purposes intended for impor-
tation from any part of the world, ex-
cept as otherwise provided for in
§§ 93.417, 93.422, and 93.424, the importer
shall first apply for and obtain from
APHIS an import permit. The applica-
tion shall specify the name and address
of the importer; the species, breed,
number or quantity of ruminants or ru-
minant test specimens to be imported;
the purpose of the importation; indi-
vidual ruminant identification, which
includes a description of the ruminant,
name, age, markings, if any, registra-
tion number, if any, and tattoo or
eartag; the region of origin; the name
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and address of the exporter; the port of
embarkation in the foreign region; the
mode of transportation, route of travel,
and the port of entry in the United
States; the proposed date of arrival of
the ruminants or ruminant test speci-
mens to be imported; and the name of
the person to whom the ruminants or
ruminant test specimens will be deliv-
ered and the location of the place in
the United States to which delivery
will be made from the port of entry.
Additional information may be re-
quired in the form of certificates con-
cerning specific diseases to which the
ruminants are susceptible, as well as
vaccinations or other precautionary
treatments to which the ruminants or
ruminant test specimens have been
subjected. Notice of any such require-
ment will be given to the applicant in
each case.

(2) An application for permit to im-
port will be denied for domestic
ruminants from any region where it
has been declared, under section 306 of
the Act of June 17, 1930, that foot-and-
mouth disease or rinderpest has been
determined to exist, except as provided
in § 93.430.

(3) An application for permit to im-
port ruminants may also be denied be-
cause of: Communicable disease condi-
tions in the area or region of origin, or
in a region where the shipment has
been or will be held or through which
the shipment has been or will be trans-
ported; deficiencies in the regulatory
programs for the control or eradication
of animal diseases and the unavail-
ability of veterinary services in the
above mentioned regions; the import-
er’s failure to provide satisfactory evi-
dence concerning the origin, history,
and health status of the ruminants; the
lack of satisfactory information nec-
essary to determine that the importa-
tion will not be likely to transmit any
communicable disease to livestock or
poultry of the United States; or any
other circumstances which the Admin-
istrator believes require such denial to
prevent the dissemination of any com-
municable disease of livestock or poul-
try into the United States.

(4)(i) The importer or importer’s
agent shall pay or ensure payment of a
reservation fee for each lot of
ruminants to be quarantined in a facil-

ity maintained by USDA. For
ruminants, the reservation fee shall be
100 percent of the cost of providing
care, feed, and handling during quar-
antine, as estimated by the quarantine
facility’s veterinarian in charge.

(ii) At the time the importer or the
importer’s agent requests a reservation
of quarantine space, the importer or
importer’s agent shall pay the reserva-
tion fee by check or U.S. money order
or ensure payment of the reservation
fee by an irrevocable letter of credit
from a commercial bank (the effective
date on such letter of credit shall run
to 30 days after the date the ruminants
are scheduled to be released from quar-
antine); except that anyone who issues
a check to the Department for a res-
ervation fee which is returned because
of insufficient funds shall be denied
any further request for reservation of a
quarantine space until the outstanding
amount is paid.

(iii) Any reservation fee paid by
check or U.S. money order shall be ap-
plied against the expenses incurred for
services received by the importer or
importer’s agent in connection with
the quarantine for which the reserva-
tion was made. Any part of the reserva-
tion fee which remains unused after
being applied against the expenses in-
curred for services received by the im-
porter or the importer’s agent in con-
nection with the quarantine for which
the reservation was made, shall be re-
turned to the individual who paid the
reservation fee. If the reservation fee is
ensured by a letter of credit, the De-
partment will draw against the letter
of credit unless payment for services
received by the importer or importer’s
agent in connection with the quar-
antine is otherwise made at least 3
days prior to the expiration date of the
letter of credit.

(iv) Any reservation fee shall be for-
feited if the importer or the importer’s
agent fails to present for entry, within
24 hours following the designated time
of arrival, the lot of ruminants for
which the reservation was made: Except
that a reservation fee shall not be for-
feited if:

(A) Written notice of cancellation
from the importer or the importer’s
agent is received by the office of the
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6 The addresses of USDA quarantine facili-
ties may be found in telephone directories
listing the facilities or by contacting the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service,
Veterinary Services, National Center for Im-
port-Export, 4700 River Road Unit 38, River-
dale, Maryland 20737–1231.

veterinarian in charge of the quar-
antine facility 6 during regular business
hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, excluding holidays) no
later than 15 days for ruminants prior
to the beginning of the time of impor-
tation as specified in the import per-
mit or as arranged with the veterinar-
ian in charge of the quarantine facility
if no import permit is required (the 15
days period shall not include Satur-
days, Sundays, or holidays), or

(B) The Administrator determines
that services, other than provided by
carriers, necessary for the importation
of the ruminants within the requested
period are unavailable because of un-
foreseen circumstances as determined
by the Administrator, (such as the
closing of an airport due to inclement
weather or the unavailability of the re-
served space due to the extension of an-
other quarantine).

(v) If the reservation fee was ensured
by a letter of credit and the fee is to be
forfeited under paragraph (a)(4)(iv) of
this section, the Department will draw
against the letter of credit unless the
reservation fee is otherwise paid at
least 3 days prior to the expiration
date of the letter of credit.

(vi) When a reservation is cancelled
in accordance with paragraph
(a)(4)(iv)(A) of this section and the pro-
visions of paragraph (a)(4)(iv)(B) of this
section do not apply, a $40.00 cancella-
tion fee shall be charged. If a reserva-
tion fee was paid, the cancellation fee
shall be deducted from any reservation
fee returned to the importer or the im-
porter’s agent. If the reservation fee
was ensured by a letter of credit, the
Department will draw the amount of
the cancellation fee against the letter
of credit unless the cancellation fee is
otherwise paid at least 3 days prior to
the expiration date of the letter of
credit.

(b) Permit. When a permit is issued,
the original and two copies will be sent
to the importer. It shall be the respon-
sibility of the importer to forward the

original permit and one copy to the
shipper in the region of origin, and it
shall also be the responsibility of the
importer to insure that the shipper
presents the copy of the permit to the
carrier and makes proper arrangements
for the original permit to accompany
the shipment to the specified U.S. port
of entry for presentation to the collec-
tor of customs. Ruminants and rumi-
nant test specimens for diagnostic
screening purposes for ruminants in-
tended for importation into the United
States for which a permit has been
issued, will be received at the specified
port of entry within the time pre-
scribed in the permit which shall not
exceed 14 days from the first day that
the permit is effective for all permits.
Ruminants and ruminant test speci-
mens for which a permit is required by
these regulations will not be eligible
for entry if a permit has not been
issued; if unaccompanied by such a per-
mit; if shipment is from any port other
than the one designated in the permit;
if arrival in the United States is at any
port other than the one designated in
the permit; if the ruminants or rumi-
nant test specimens offered for entry
differ from those described in the per-
mit; if the ruminants or ruminant test
specimens are not handled as outlined
in the application for the permit and as
specified in the permit issued; or if
ruminants or swine other than those
covered by import permits are aboard
the transporting carrier.

(c) Wild ruminants from regions where
foot-and-mouth disease or rinderpest ex-
ists. This paragraph (c) applies to the
importation of wild ruminants, such
as, but not limited to, giraffes, deer
and antelopes, from regions designated
in part 94 of this subchapter as coun-
tries in which foot-and-mouth disease
or rinderpest exist.

(1) Permits for the importation of
wild ruminants will be issued only for
importations through the Port of New
York, and only if the animals are im-
ported for exhibition in a PEQ Zoo. A
PEQ Zoo is a zoological park or other
place maintained for the exhibition of
live animals for recreational or edu-
cational purposes that:

(i) Has been approved by the Admin-
istrator in accordance with paragraph
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(c)(2) of this section to receive and
maintain imported wild ruminants; and

(ii) Has entered into the agreement
with APHIS set forth in paragraph
(c)(4) of this section for the mainte-
nance and handling of imported wild
ruminants.

(2) Approval of a PEQ Zoo shall be on
the basis of an inspection, by an au-
thorized representative of the Depart-
ment, of the physical facilities of the
establishment and its methods of oper-
ation. Standards for acceptable phys-
ical facilities shall include satisfactory
pens, cages, or enclosures in which the
imported ruminants can be maintained
so as not to be in contact with the gen-
eral public and free from contact with
domestic livestock; natural or estab-
lished drainage from the PEQ Zoo
which will avoid contamination of land
areas where domestic livestock are
kept or with which domestic livestock
may otherwise come in contact; provi-
sion for the disposition of manure,
other wastes, and dead ruminants with-
in the PEQ Zoo; and other reasonable
facilities considered necessary to pre-
vent the dissemination of diseases from
the PEQ Zoo. The operator of the PEQ
Zoo shall have available the services of
a full-time or part-time veterinarian,
or a veterinarian on a retainer basis,
who shall make periodic examinations
of all animals maintained at the PEQ
Zoo for evidence of disease; who shall
make a post-mortem examination of
each animal that dies; and who shall
make a prompt report of suspected
cases of contagious or communicable
diseases to an APHIS representative or
the State agency responsible for live-
stock disease control programs.

(3) Manure and other animal wastes
must be disposed of within the PEQ
Zoo park for a minimum of one year
following the date an imported wild ru-
minant enters the zoo. If an APHIS
veterinarian determines that an im-
ported ruminant shows no signs of any
communicable disease or exposure to
any such disease during this 1-year pe-
riod, its manure and other wastes need
not be disposed of within the zoo after
the 1-year period. If, however, an
APHIS veterinarian determines that an
imported ruminant does show signs of
any communicable disease during this
1-year period, an APHIS veterinarian

will investigate the disease and deter-
mine whether the ruminant’s manure
and other wastes may safely be dis-
posed of outside the zoo after the 1-
year period has ended.

(4) Prior to the issuance of an import
permit under this section, the operator
of the approved PEQ Zoo to which the
imported ruminants are to be con-
signed, and the importer of the
ruminants, if such operator and im-
porter are different parties, shall exe-
cute an agreement covering each rumi-
nant or group of ruminants for which
the import permit is requested. The
agreement shall be in the following
form:

AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPORTATION, QUAR-
ANTINE AND EXHIBITION OF CERTAIN WILD
RUMINANTS AND WILD SWINE

llll, operator(s) of the zoological park
known as llllllllll (Name) located
at llllllllll (City and state), and
llllllllll (Importer) hereby re-
quest a permit for the importation of
llll (Number and kinds of animals) for
exhibition purposes at the said zoological
park, said animals originating in a region
where foot-and-mouth disease or rinderpest
exists and being subject to restrictions under
regulations contained in part 93, title 9, Code
of Federal Regulations.

In making this request, it is understood
and agreed that:

1. The animals for which an import permit
is requested will be held in isolation at a
port of embarkation in the region of origin,
approved by the Administrator as a port hav-
ing facilities which are adequate for main-
taining wild animals in isolation from all
other animals and having veterinary super-
vision by officials of the region of origin of
the animals. Such animals will be held in
such isolation for not less than 60 days under
the supervision of the veterinary service of
that region to determine whether the ani-
mals show any clinical evidence of foot-and-
mouth disease, rinderpest, or other commu-
nicable disease that is exotic to the United
States or for which APHIS has an eradi-
cation or control program in 9 CFR chapter
I, and to assure that the animals will not
have been exposed to such a disease within
the 60 days next before their exportation
from that region.

2. Shipment will be made direct from such
port of embarkation to the port of New York
as the sole port of entry in the United
States. If shipment is made by ocean vessel
the animals will not be unloaded in any for-
eign port en route. If shipment is made by
air, the animals will not be unloaded at any
port or other place of landing, except at a
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port approved by the Administrator as a port
not located in a region where rinderpest or
foot-and-mouth disease exists or as a port in
such a region having facilities and inspec-
tion adequate for maintaining wild animals
in isolation from all other animals.

3. No ruminants or swine will be aboard the
transporting vehicle, vessel or aircraft, ex-
cept those for which an import permit has
been issued.

4. The animals will be quarantined for not
less than 30 days in the Department’s Ani-
mal Import Center in Newburgh, New York.

5. Upon release from quarantine the ani-
mals will be delivered to the zoological park
named in this agreement to become the prop-
erty of the park and they will not be sold,
exchanged or removed from the premises
without the prior consent of APHIS. If
moved to another zoological park in the
United States, the receiving zoological park
must be approved by the Administrator in
accordance with paragraph 6 of this agree-
ment.

6. The Administrator will approve the
movement of an imported animal subject to
this agreement if the Administrator deter-
mines that the animal has spent at least one
year in quarantine in a PEQ Zoo following
importation without showing clinical evi-
dence of foot-and-foot mouth disease, rinder-
pest, or other communicable disease that is
exotic to the United States or for which
APHIS has an eradication or control pro-
gram in 9 CFR chapter I, and determines
that the receiving zoological park is accred-
ited by the American Zoo and Aquarium As-
sociation (AZA), or the receiving zoological
park has facilities and procedures in place
related to preventing the spread of commu-
nicable animal diseases (including but not
limited to procedures for animal identifica-
tion, record keeping, and veterinary care)
that are equivalent to those required for
AZA accreditation. The Administrator will
approve the movement of a carcass, body
part, or biological specimen derived from an
imported animal subject to this agreement if
the Administrator determines that the ani-
mal has spent at least one year in quar-
antine in a PEQ Zoo following importation
without showing clinical evidence of foot-
and-foot mouth disease, rinderpest, or other
communicable disease that is exotic to the
United States or for which APHIS has an
eradication or control program in 9 CFR
chapter I, and determines that the carcass,
body part, or biological specimen will be
moved only for scientific research or mu-
seum display purposes.

————————————————————————
(Signature of importer)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
llll day of llllll, llll.
————————————————————————
(Title or designation)

————————————————————————
(Name of zoological park)

By —————————————————————
(Signature of officer of zoological park)
————————————————————————
(Title of officer)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
llll day of llllll, llll.
————————————————————————
(Title or designation)
(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579–0040)

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 28216, June 1, 1994; 59 FR 31924, June 21,
1994; 59 FR 67615, Dec. 30, 1994; 62 FR 23637,
May 1, 1997. Redesignated and amended at 62
FR 56012, 56018, Oct. 28, 1997]

§ 93.405 Certificate for ruminants.
(a) All ruminants intended for impor-

tation from any part of the world, ex-
cept as provided in §§ 93.418(a), 93.419(a),
93.423(c), and 93.428(d), shall be accom-
panied by a certificate issued by a full-
time salaried veterinary officer of the
national government of the region of
origin, or issued by a veterinarian des-
ignated or accredited by the national
government of the region of origin and
endorsed by a full-time salaried veteri-
nary officer of the national govern-
ment of the region of origin, represent-
ing that the veterinarian issuing the
certificate was authorized to do so. The
certificate shall state:

(1) That the ruminants have been
kept in that region during the last 60
days immediately preceding the date of
shipment to the United States, and
that during this time the region has
been entirely free from foot-and-mouth
disease, rinderpest, contagious
pleuropneumonia, and surra; provided,
however, that for wild ruminants for
exhibition purposes, the certificate
need specify only that the district of
origin has been free from the listed dis-
eases; and provided further, that for
sheep and goats, with respect to con-
tagious pleuropneumonia, the certifi-
cate may specify only that the district
of origin has been free from this dis-
ease; and

(2) That the ruminants are not in
quarantine in the region of origin.

(b) Goats. (1) In addition to the state-
ments required by paragraph (a) of this
section, the certificate accompanying
goats intended for importation from
any part of the world must state:
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